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Objects:
1) The redemption of slaves in Africa and African slaves elsewhere; relief and assistance of same. 
2) Promotion of education and welfare of persons of African descent including inhabitants of the island of St. Helena.
Guidelines on Project Preferences 

The trust gives priority to those organisations that apply directly from Africa, though consideration is given to links with UK organisations or individuals that can vouch for the quality of the work and for the reliability of the organisation to spend the funding as requested (it is helpful for a UK-based partner to send applications on behalf of an African partner or to act as a reference for them).
The Trust primarily supports Christian organisations to undertake initiatives within their communities that enhance the education or economic well-being of those communities, especially the most vulnerable, poor or excluded.

Trustees have previously shown a preference for supporting discreet and tangible elements of a project, where it can be shown to bring definite benefits in terms of education or income –generation.  This has included the funding of capital items for income generating activities or support for educational resources.  Evidence of how the work will help communities become more sustainable is always looked for.
Trustees do not give grants to large projects or organisations, but prefer to provide grants to small community-based organisations and local churches that work together with the people who will benefit from the funding.  
They do not give grants for the on-going revenue costs of larger projects nor will they contribute funding for larger capital resources, where the RHCT funding forms only a small part of it.

Average grant size is between £800-1,000.

Process of Grant-making

There is no application form.  Trustees meet twice a year to consider applications that have been sent to the Charity Correspondent directly.  Proposals need to reach the correspondent by early March and September (exact deadlines need to be confirmed by the correspondent).
It is suggested that the following information is included:

· Why the funding is needed (what is the problem that is being addressed)?
· Who will benefit and how (how many people also)?
· How will this project help communities to become more sustainable in the future?

· How the funding will be used (a short budget is suggested, if this forms part of a bigger project – in which case indication should also be given of where the remaining funding will come from)?
· Who will be in charge of ensuring that the project will be implemented effectively? What is the organisation that is applying for the work (evidence of veracity?)?
· Photos that give trustees a better picture of the work intended or of the problem being addressed are always welcome.

